We begin with the metropolis, which is believed now to contain close on two millions of human beings. It appears that the total mortality for the third quarter of the seven years preceding the present varied from 10,567 to 1 1,825. The lowest amount of mortality, which is the former, took place in 1841, and the highest, which is the latter, in 1844. In the third quarter of 1845 the mortality had fallen to 10,842; but in the third quar-
Slimmer and Autumn Epidemic of 1846. 225 ter of the present year, it arose to 12,409. This is not a very great increase for London considering the increase of the population ; but it is an increase.
The increase is chiefly in diseases of the alimentary canal, which have been unusally numerous and fatal.
The whole excess is 1567 deaths; and of these 1.303 were from diarrhoea, cholera, and dysentery, which destroyed respectively, 1549, 197, and 75 persons
The mortality by intemperance, delirium tremens,.jaundice, liver diseases, and rheumatism, was greater than usual. Diseases of the kidneys also underwent a considerable increase, being 37 in the 100 more than in the same quarter last year. It must be observed, however, that this order of diseases manifest in the returns a steady annual increase; part of which is probably to be ascribed to the greater accuracy in diagnosis. Influenza -and 
